
why wet dogs = stinky dogs! Beware the Algae Blooms!

Why Dogs Stink When Wet

With warmer temperatures coming earlier this year, toxic algae 
blooms are already in full swing and also in places never seen 
before! 

Often referred to as “pond scum,” this group of bacteria (cyanobac-
teria) occurs naturally in shallow, stagnant and non-flowing waters 
that receive a lot of sunshine (including ponds and backyard pools). 
But they can also form along rocks and shoreline with a paint-like 
appearance. Unfortunately, dogs are often attracted to the smell 
these harmful blooms give off. 

Stay clear of these blooms, keep your dog leashed and do not let 
them drink, wade or swim in these algae-infested waters! 
Blue-green algae can produce symptoms anywhere from 15 
minutes to several days after exposure including diarrhea, vomiting, 
neurologic issues, seizures, breathing difficulties and liver failure. 

In addition, these poisonous blooms are also toxic for children and 
adults, so stay vigilant and safe!

Whether it’s swimming or bathing, why do wet dogs equal stinky 
dogs? The answer might disgust you, so be prepared!

When dogs become wet, that stinky smell is triggered by the excre-
ment of living microbes on your dog! (Sorry, but we did warn you!)

Jennifer Schissler, DVM, explains, “The smell on the skin of dogs is a 
result of normal microorganisms that live on the healthy skin and hair 
of dogs. These organisms produce volatile chemical by-products. 
When your dog gets wet and as she dries, evaporation ensues and 
releases these volatile compounds into the air so you can smell them 
more readily.” 

Thankfully, when these same waste compounds are dry, there is little 
to no scent from the bacteria, fungi and yeast. 

How to Minimize the Stink

No, these microorganisms are normal and actually helpful in 
maintaining and protecting your dog’s healthy skin. It is estimated that 
there are typically 350-16,500 bacteria per square centimeter of dog 
and that’s nothing to our own 100 trillion microbes living on and in the 
body!

The best ways to minimize the stinky-when-wet canine odor is by 
promoting faster drying by:

While dog shampoos, conditioners and sprays can help mask your 
dog’s stinky wet odor, it’s almost impossible to prevent or eliminate 
this natural odor. But the good news is that your dog doesn’t mind!

    ~ Double-coated breeds like the Shetland Sheepdog, Chow Chow,
       Samoyed, Collie, Border Collie and more. 
    ~ Those with prominent skin folds like the Chinese Shar-Pei and
       Pugs.
    ~ Dogs who drool such as the Bloodhound, St. Bernard, Mastiff and
       Newfoundland.

    ~ Regularly brushing your dog. 
    ~ Trimming your dog’s fur and
    ~ Drying your dog thoroughly and completely. 

Does Stinky Mean Trouble?

The Stinkiest Breeds When Wet

Disclaimer: This information does not constitute professional veterinary advice. Always work with your regular licensed vet when it comes to your dog
and their specific medical history, overall condition, age and breed.  

our New Subscription Service

Watch your inbox for more information and the unique link
to sign up for our Subscription Service!

>

>

>

>

is launching on

August 1st! 

DISCOUNT of 10% on all our services!

enjoy the following bEnefits!

PRIVATE Facebook page and monthly
Zoom Q&As to ask questions and receive expert support!

AND a monthly drawing for FREE products!

FREE access to monthly videos 
addressing K9 behaviors, advanced 
training and enrichment plus canine 
husbandry & handling!

FOLLOW us on: EastValleyK9Services.

Learn more about our services at EastValleyK9.com
 Contact us at 480-382-0144 or via email at Admin@EastValleyK9.com.

EVK9 News You Can use
“The world would be a nicer place if everyone

had the ability to love as unconditionally as a dog.”

~ M.K. Clinton ~

July 2022

https://eastvalleyk9.com/
https://eastvalleyk9.com/
https://eastvalleyk9.com/
tel:4803820144
mailto:Admin@EastValleyK9.com
https://www.dogster.com/lifestyle/why-do-dogs-stink-when-wet
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/blue-green-algae-symptoms-tips/
https://eastvalleyk9.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EastValleyK9Services/


Cool Stuff for the Dog Lover
Wagtown: Creating True Dog-Friendly Communities

Since 2016, Beth has been on a mission to 
lead the research, outreach, collaboration 
and marketing of dog-friendly authenticity. 

Since then, Wagtown has become the 
national leader in defining the standards for 
“dog friendly” for better communities.  

Wagtown provides a blueprint, hands-on assistance and recognition for towns that 
strive to be dog-friendly in every way. “When every dog in a community is cared for 
as a part of the family, the community is enhanced,” Beth explains. 

The Wagtown mission and vision reflect the positive impact of authentic dog-friendly 
workplaces, public spaces, dog parks and neighborhoods in being humane, safe, 
responsible, healthy, welcoming and even economically vibrant!

Claims of being “dog-friendly” has become popular in our society today. But what 
does this term actually mean or promise? Beth Cherryholmes Miller wondered the 
same thing and set out to create a master plan and definition with the founding of 
Wagtown!

Disclaimer: This information does not constitute professional veterinary advice. Always work with your regular licensed vet when it comes to your dog
and their specific medical history, overall condition, age and breed.  

“Dog friendliness is a short-cut to a better community.” 

Learn more about Wagtown: Where the Wag Happens!

FOLLOW us on: EastValleyK9Services.

Learn more about our services at EastValleyK9.com
 Contact us at 480-382-0144 or via email at Admin@EastValleyK9.com.

Healthy Frozen Dog Treats

how to safely 

use epsom

salts for fido!

Got overripe bananas? Before you throw them out, 
make these healthy (and EASY) frozen dog treats 
for your four-legged best friend below. 

Frozen Peanut Butter/Banana Dog Treats
  ~  2 brown/spotted bananas (mashed)
  ~  3 tablespoons peanut butter (xylitol-free only!)
  ~  3 tablespoons of coconut oil

Blend well so it can be poured (a heaping teaspoon) 
into dog-themed silicone molds or ice cube trays. 
Don’t overmix, keep some of the texture. 

Freeze for 2-3 hours before serving.

(Makes 10-12 treats for less than $1.50 each!)

Suggestions: 
Try substituting mashed sweet potatoes or apple-
sauce in place of the bananas. Also add your dog’s 
favorite things like blueberries or other small pieces 
of fruit!

While Epsom salts are a natural therapy, it’s 
always important to use them properly with your 
dog. Always follow the guidelines below!

Guidelines for K9 Therapeutic Treatments

Courtesy: EatTheGrains.com

Use approximately 1 cup of Epsom salts to 
one gallon of water and let it dissolve 
completely. If you use less water, adjust 
accordingly. 

After an Epsom salt treatment, thoroughly 
rinse all salt to prevent unwanted drying and 
to avoid your dog licking any remaining salt 
residue. 

Soak affected areas twice a day (5-10 minutes 
or whatever your dog will tolerate) until healed.

Do not let your dog lick or ingest Epsom 
salts to prevent salt poisoning. Always store 
completely out of your dog’s reach!

•

•

•

•

epsom salts & dogs!
Epsom salts have provided a plethora

of natural, medicinal benefits since
discovered in an underground
spring in the English town of
Epsom in the 17th century! 

But did you know these salts can also
help your dog heal wounds, alleviate
pain and reduce swelling and stress?

Learn more at WagWalking.com. 

If your dog is licking/chewing his feet, it may
be due to one of the following:

Dry/cracked skin, allergies, irritating scrapes, cuts and
abrasions or an embedded foreign object. 

Adding Epsom salts to a warm foot bath relieves
inflammation and pain.

For itchy feet, soak your dog’s paws in cool water
with Epsom salts for 5-10 minutes. 

Dog Paws

Expose the area (by brushing or shaving if needed) and
pour small amounts of Epsom salt water over the area

leaving it on for several minutes.

Skin Injuries or Open Wounds

Fill your tub with warm water to cover the areas you want to
submerge (joints, hips, etc.). Gently pour the Epsom salt water

over muscles and joints while slowly massaging.

Arthritic Pain, Joint/Muscle Soreness or Pain
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