
 

Blue-Green and deadly to your dog! Does your dog need sunscreen?

Absolutely not! Even a quick dip can lead to dangerous toxicity 
and life-threatening consequences for your K9!

Every summer, there are heart-breaking stories of dogs who have 
died after playing in ponds and lakes. What do they all have in 
common? Water that is contaminated with toxic blue-green algae 
ingested by the dog or licked off their coat and paws.

It’s actually not an algae, but an accummulation of invisible bacteria 
known as cyanobacteria.

Finally, warmer temperatures and the great outdoors is beckoning 
and for many of us, that means taking Fido along with us! 

You already know you should use - and frequently reapply -  
sunscreen, even on cloudy days to protect your largest organ, the 
skin! But is it the same for our canines? Yes, our dogs can become 
sunburned and develop skin cancer.

Dr. Millie Rosales, DVM at Miami Veterinary Dermatology says dogs, 
just like us, can get burned from sun exposure resulting in red, 
inflamed, irritated and painful sunburn. Especially on areas that are 
barely covered with hair. 

Tips for Protecting your Dog from Excess Sun Exposure
  ● Dogs with light skin and white fur or hair are the most susceptible.
  ● Between 10am - 4pm, regularly apply sunscreen to your dog’s nose,
     around the lips, tips of the ears as well as the belly and groin area.
  ● Dogs who love the water should have sunscreen immediately re-
     applied after coming out of the water.

You’re taking a walk or hike with your dog and come upon
a lake that looks inviting. But there’s blue-green algae
on the surface. Should you let your dog in to cool off?

What is Blue-Green Algae?

Cyanobacteria is found in stagnant, slow-moving or non-flowing 
bodies of water like lakes and ponds, especially in hot weather, high 
light intensity and sparse rain. But this toxic algae can also grow in 
backyard pools and decorative ponds if they are not properly and 
routinely cleaned. 

Keep your dog leashed around bodies of water with signs of algae, 
dirt, foam or mats on the water surface. 

Do not let your dog swim or drink out of stagnant ponds or lakes to

Where is Blue-Green Algae Found?

Use These Tips Around Blue-Green Algae!

Be Prepared BEFORE an Emergency Strikes
With our Handy Checklist on the Reverse!

prevent toxic and fast-acting 
poisoning. 

Blue-green algae often stinks, but
don’t rely on that deterring your 
dog!

Blue-green algae blooms can be 
blue, bright green, brown or red. 
The bloom can also look like paint 
floating on the water’s surface.
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“Happiness is a warm puppy.”
~ charles M. schultz ~
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Book Appointments

Get Credit for Referrals

Upload Vaccinations

Share Pup Pics

Social Media Integration

Push Notifications

Instant Announcements

Download our New, Custom Mobile App!
~ Available on both Apple & Android ~ 

Click here to download and enter our June 15th drawing
with your photo submissions on the app! The winner will

receive a free Kollar Mutt Collar (we love these collars)!
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Cool Stuff for the Dog Lover
Wagster: Life-changing Dog Treats

“We Know Love Can Change the World.” 

At Wagster Treats, love is in abundance. It’s 
baked into each and every delicious and healthy  
treat and also drives the mission to help home-
less and low-income adults gain a stable and 
happy future through the non-profit, Homeward 
Bound of Marin.  

Every treat uses only all-natural, human-grade, 
vegan ingredients with no artificial additives! 
Each treat only has 5 simple ingredients you will 
recognize and your dog will love!

As a meaningful social enterprise, Wagster donates 100% of its profits to support 
non-profit job-training, shelter and housing programs. Through selective partner-
ships, Wagster is building even more success with other organizations who also 
believe in doing business while fulfilling a social purpose. 

Purchase your treats online at WagsterDogTreats.com/Products.
All products are made in California in small, fresh batches. 

Healthy for dogs, good for the community!

Apple & Toasted Almond  ~  Banana & Toasted Coconut  ~  Peanut Butter & Molasses
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An emergency or natural disaster can happen at 
any time and when it does, time is of the essence. 
So get prepared in advance! 

Thanks to the Pet Poison Helpline website, below 
are the 5 things you will need to safely evacuate 
with your pet.

Identification Up-to-date tags and/or microchip.

Safe Location. Know your options for you and 
your pets before a disaster strikes. 

Stay Together! Keep pets leashed or in carriers. 

Make a Kit for your Pet! Food/treats, water, 
medications, copies of vet records, poop bags, 
leashes and collars, towels and a Pet 1st Aid Kit. 
(Use the checklist to the left.) 

Know Who to Contact in case you are away from 
your home when a disaster strikes and agree in 
advance of where to meet up to get your pets back.

(Source: DogTipper.com)

“Ice Cream” dogs will beg for!

Pet

Preparedness

is all year

The unofficial start to summer is here and for most 
of us, that means enjoying some cool and frosty ice 
cream! 

Don’t leave your dog out! 

Below is a healthy version of K9 “ice cream” you can 
share with your best friend without any guilt! 

Healthy K9 Ice Cream
  ~  3-4 ripe bananas, peeled
  ~  32 ounces plain yogurt, low-fat and sugar-free
  ~  1 cup peanut butter (without xylitol)
 

Add bananas, peanut butter and yogurt into a blend-
er. Blend until thoroughly mixed.

Pour into ice cube trays or your favorite silicone 
molds and freeze for 2 hours before serving. 

Note: Experiment with adding other fruits too includ-
ing watermelon, apples (without seeds), raspber-
ries, blueberries, strawberries, pears and pineapple 
for a nutritious and healthy K9 treat! Remember, 
fruit is full of sugar, so feed sparingly to your dog.  
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National Pet Preparedness

Checklist

Before an emergency or natural disaster strikes,
spend some time planning and organizing

the things you will need to take with
you and your pet(s) with the help

of the checklist below. 

A 3-7 days supply of bottled water, your pet’s food and treats
packed into a watertight container plus food and water bowls.

A week’s worth of your pet’s medications. 

Copies of your pet’s vet records and a current picture of your
pet in case they get lost. 

Extra leash, harness and collar.

Poop bags or disposable litter trays + litter. 

Blankets and favorite toy(s).

Crate or carrier.

Contact numbers for local veterinarians, emergency vet
hospital and pet-friendly lodging.

Pet 1st Aid Kit containing: 
 Absorbent gauze pads Ice pack

Adhesive tape

Disposable gloves

Tweezers
Towels3% Hydrogen Peroxide

(to induce vomiting)

Antibiotic ointment
Alcohol wipes
Artificial tear gel
Cotton balls/swabs

Styptic powder

Oral syringe/turkey baster
Liquid dishwashing soap

Small flashlight
Scissors with blunt tips
Saline eye solution

Sources: ASPCA First Aid Kit and Disaster Preparedness Checklist for Your Pets
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